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Here are brief descriptions of each Ministry in our parish to assist you in your discernment:

Altar Servers: We invite young people in Grade 3 and up to volunteer to be an altar server, sharing their gifts and talents by assisting the priest and deacon at each Saturday evening or Sunday morning mass.  Training is provided, and we are hoping to begin a schedule for altar servers to serve at the mass that they regularly attend.  

Altar Society: Volunteers wash the sacred vessels (ciboria and chalices) that are used in daily Mass. Wash and refill the holy water fonts at the doors of the church.  This in done on Saturday mornings after the 9:00 a.m. Mass.  Working in a team of two people, a commitment of once per month is required.

Catechists for First Reconciliation and First Communion:  Please consider becoming a Volunteer Catechist to assist Jennifer Van de Coevering with our Wednesday evening preparation program for First Reconciliation and First Communion.  The commitment is five weeks in the fall leading to First Reconciliation in November and six weeks in the winter/spring leading to First Communion in April.

Catechists for Confirmation:  As a Volunteer Confirmation Catechist, you will be a witness of your faith to our parish Confirmation Candidates and assist Jennifer Van de Coevering in our Sunday Morning Confirmation Preparation Program once per month from October to April. 

Collection Counters:  On Tuesday morning volunteers work in a team to count the money that is collected each weekend and prepare the deposit that is taken to the bank.   While previous banking experience is not required, the ability to record the donations accurately is necessary.  Usual commitment is once per month.

Decorating Committee:   Just before Christmas and Easter you will plan and place altar flowers purchased or donated in the sanctuary and Marian statue areas to enhance the beauty of the church for these special feasts.  

Edge Youth Ministry: Adult or senior high school students are needed for our Edge Team to lead and direct participants in Grades 6,7,8 once monthly in Edge evenings of various themes, topics and games. 

Finance Council:  Members advise the pastor about the finances of the parish (including assisting in the setting of an annual budget and an annual report to the parish) as well as advising Fr. Tim about the upkeep of the church and rectory buildings and properties.   This committee, which meets five times per year, would be of interest to those with finance and  property management and building backgrounds.

Gamers Hub Ministry:  Every Tuesday afternoon from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. we gather for an adult social in the parish hall to chat, play and teach or learn a card game, board game or tile game.   All are welcome!  

Ministers of the Eucharist: Assist the priest and deacon with the distribution of the Eucharist during Saturday evening and Sunday masses.  A commitment of approximately once per month is required at the mass that you already regularly attend.    

Ministers of the Word: Proclaim the first and second readings during Saturday evening and 
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Sunday masses, and the Prayers of the Faithful if the deacon is absent.  Being comfortable with public speaking is an asset, but training in the art of proclaiming the Word God is also offered.  A commitment of approximately once every two months is required.

Pastoral Care Team:  Parishioners (who visit in pairs) are needed to bring Holy Communion to the sick, elderly, and homebound of our parish community who are unable to attend Mass.  There is an on-line training program offered by the Archdiocese of Toronto which begins in October. The commitment required would be to bring communion to one or two parishioners each week.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is an educational and discernment process by which adults become Roman Catholics through baptism or reception into the church (for those already baptized).   Sponsors are required for this year’s candidates, and we also need team members who will journey with these candidates each Sunday after the 9:30 a.m. mass from October to May.

[bookmark: _Hlk178671991]Refugee Sponsorship Committee:  This committee uses funds and donations to support for one year a newly arrived refugee family fleeing their homeland due to Christian persecution or other violence to their families. Orientation and adjustment to Canadian life and culture are offered by a team of parishioners with various backgrounds (education, finance, social work etc.).    
 
Social Committee: seeks to build and strengthen relationships among the parish community by planning and organizing social functions and events.  These events are opportunities to gather in celebration, to fundraise, to get to know one another and expand our community outreach.  New members are needed to assist in the planning and organizing of the events we host…examples include Coffee Sunday, Pasta Night, Advent Evening of Reflection, Shrove Tuesday/Easter Social etc.…please join us!

St. Vincent de Paul Society:   Members, known as Vincentians, seek to live the Gospel message by serving Christ through our neighbors in need with love, respect, justice and joy. Support is provided in the form of food, clothing and furniture to any individuals and families who request assistance by visiting them in their homes. We are in need of members to join us serving the Lord through our ministry to the poor within our own parish area.

Children's Liturgy of the Word: (Time with God) invites children to gather, listen and celebrate the Sunday Scripture readings in a way that is age appropriate, interactive and simple to understand. Lessons are drawn from the Sunday readings and then connected to children's day-to-day life experiences. Volunteers are needed to lead and assist the program each Sunday during the 9:30 a.m. mass.

[bookmark: _Hlk178670957]Ushers: We need men and women who would assist not only with the taking up of the collection at each mass, but also to welcome our parishioners and distribute bulletins after mass.   A commitment to serve at the mass that you regularly attend when asked by the head usher would be required.

Yak & Yarn:  We are a group of enthusiastic crafters/knitters who meet every Thursday afternoon from 2 to 4 pm in the Holy family room. Our objective is to get together to share both conversation and our crafting skills with each other. The items we create are donated to local charities as well as to missions abroad.   New members are always welcome!
